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This month marks a time of many emotions for the followers of Jesus. This year the
church celebrated Palm Sunday on 13" April. This remembers the time of great joy and
expectation when Jesus rode into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey. The crowd was
excited. Many had heard of Jesus’ teaching and miracles. They longed for a leader who
would help them drive the hated Romans from their land. They cheered and praised God
shouting “Hosannah! Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” They
waved palm branches like flags and laid cloaks on the road for the donkey to walk over.

During the week Jesus talked to and healed many people. On the Thursday he had a very
special meal with his friends. At the end they shared bread and wine and Jesus asked
them all to remember him whenever they met together. He knew this would be the last
meal he would share with them all.

But there were some jealous men who don’t like it that many people listened to Jesus and
not them. That night, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was arrested and taken away
to trial. The trial lasted through the night until on Friday morning Jesus was condemned
to death. He was beaten by the soldiers, a crown of thorns put on his head to make fun of
him.

Early in the morning Pilate decreed that
Jesus should die, therefore he would be
crucified. To further humiliate him, he was
made to carry his own cross through the
streets, out through the city gates and up
to the hill. There he was put to death,
alongside two thieves.

He died at midday on Friday and then before the evening, his body taken to a cave tomb
for burial. A huge stone was rolled over the entrance to block it.

Throughout Saturday, Jesus’ friends hid away in the city, afraid of what might happen to
them because they were his followers. But, early on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene
went to check on the tomb and found it empty! She thought someone had removed the
body of Jesus, but than a familiar voice said her name. Mary was overjoyed to see Jesus
standing there. He had risen from the dead and was alive again. This is the message of
EASTER.



Easter Maze

l:l—‘ Help Jesus to find his way out of the
tomb so that he can tell his disciples that

He is Alive!

Here is a simple Easter Morning craft to make
using two paper plates and coloured paper.
To celebrate the message of Easter — Christ
overcame death on the cross.
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The mystery of the Easter
Rabbit

Many of us will receive
lovely chocolate eggs for
Easter, representing the
new life of Jesus who
broke out of the tomb just
as a bird breaks out of an
egg.

Some might also have a
chocolate rabbit. WHY?
Rabbits (or hares) were
another ancient symbol of
new life. Our picture
shows how we could think
of the Easter Rabbit in a
new way. Read the
captions and then you
could colour him in and
perhaps cut the panel out
and hang it in your home.
Could you use your eyes &
ears etc like this Easter
Rabbit?
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Is white as snow
because Jesus
takes all sin
away (Isaiah

}.5 Has big eyes to

1:18)
look carefully and

\ choose what is
9) good
\ (1 Thessalonians
5:21)

Has no voice '
for /
complaining

or arguing ‘

(Phil 2:13)

Is gentle, kind-hearted
and forgiving
(Ephesians 4:32)

Reveals hidden
things to little
children
(Matfthew 11:25)
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Has quick feet to go tell others Jesus' ‘
teachings (Matthew 28: 18-20)




